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fidel, he is an infidel as a dog is an infidel; that is to say, he
has never thought upon the subject.' Bo SWELL. CI suppose,
Sir, he has thought superficially, and seized the first notions
which occurred to his mind.* JOHNSON. *Why then, Sir,
still he is like a dog, that snatches the piece next him. Did
you never observe that dogs have not the power of compar-
ing? A dog will take a small bit of meat as readily as a large,
when both are before him.5
We went home to his house to tea. Mrs Williams made it
with sufficient dexterity, notwithstanding her blindness,
though her manner of satisfying herself that the cups were
full enough appeared to me a little aukward; for I fancied
she put her finger down a certain way, till she felt the tea
touch it.7 In my first elation at being allowed.the privilege
of attending Dr Johnson at his late visits to this lady, I
willingly drank cup after cup, as if it had been the Heli-
conian spring. But as the charm of novelty went off, I grew
more fastidious; and besides, I discovered that she was of a
peevish temper.
There was a pretty large circle this evening. Dr Johnson
was in very good humour, lively, and ready to talk upon all
subjects. Mr [James] Fergusson, the self-taught philosopher,
told him of a new-invented machine which went without
horses : a man who sat in it turned a handle, which worked
a spring that drove it forward. 'Then, Sir, (said Johnson,)
what is gained is, the man has his choice whether he will
move himself alone, or himself and the machine too.' [Bar-
tholomew de] Dominicetti being mentioned, he would not
allow him any merit. 'There is nothing in all this boasted
system. No, Sir; medicated baths can be no better than warm
water: their only effect can be that of tepid moisture.* One
of the company [Boswell himself] took the other side, main-
taining that medicines of various sorts, and some too of most
powerful effect, are introduced into the human frame by the
medium of the pores; and, therefore, when warm water is
impregnated with salutiferous substances, it may produce
great effects as a bath. This appeared to me very satisfactory,
Johnson did not answer it; but talking for victory, and de-
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